such as the United States, Japan, South Korea and Germany.
"This is the way to go, " says Claudia Kemfert, an expert on climate, energy and transport at the German Institute for Economic Research in Berlin. "This kind of economic stimulus makes a lot more sense than bonuses to people who give up old cars to buy new vehicles. " A €2,500 'car-scrapping' incentive, part of Germany's own €50-billion stimulus package, is boosting car sales, but has been criticized on economic and environmental grounds.
Oliver Schäfer, policy director at the Brussels-based European Renewable Energy Council, says that the EU's renewable-energy industry -involving some 350,000 jobs, and generating €40 billion a year in business volume -will benefit substantially from the boost in public funding. Experts have estimated that it will take around €600 billion to help the EU increase the amount of energy it obtains from renewable sources from the current 8.5% to its goal of 20% in 2020. Subsidies through the structural funds programme will provide start-up financing for new solar, hydro-and wind-power facilities, for wires needed to transport 'green' electricity to consumers, and for decentralized energy supplies such as through rooftop solar-energy collectors.
But promises of funding injections have hit stumbling blocks in the past. The commission's economic recovery plan, proposed last November, foresees €3.5 billion in unspent money from the past budget period being reallocated to investment in energy technologies, including €500 million for offshore wind projects and €1.5 million for carbon capture and sequestration. But several groups in the European Parliament, which will vote on the issue later this month, are seeking to stop the plan. Critics say that few of the envisaged projects will materialize soon enough to help economic recovery.
Regardless, the €105 billion from the structural funds will still flow. "Sustainable funds have had renewable energies and water projects on their radar for quite some time, " says Rolf Häßler, an analyst with the rating agency Oekom Research in Munich, Germany. "The massive public stimulus will give a lot of extra impetus to green investment. " ■ Quirin Schiermeier says that the data were used inappropriately because they had been gathered for a different purpose, when the research monkeys were staring at a flickering screen. He wrote to the journal's editor, among other actions, asking for the paper not to be published Officials at the Department of the Interior say the request will be considered by the committee that reviews the return of remains and artefacts when it meets in Seattle, Washington, on 23-24 May.
Fox declined an interview, but said in a statement that the transfer "seems an appropriate balance between the interests of science and [those] of the Native American community". This week, Schoeninger is petitioning the research committee of the UCSD faculty senate to try to prevent the transfer. But Kumeyaay spokesman Steve Banegas says the tribe impatiently awaits the chance to bury the bones. "This is long overdue, " he says. ■ 
Rex Dalton

Scientists in bone battle
Wind farms could benefit from greater investment by the European Commission.
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